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long spent years observing and participating in women s book clubs and shows how
they have become a vital arena for self information one that has as much currency now
as it did a century ago

in  january  2004  daytime  television  presenters  richard  madeley  and  judy  finnigan
launched their book club and sparked debate about the way people in britain from the
general reader to publishers to the literati thought about books and reading the richard
judy book club reader brings together historians of the book literature scholars and
specialists in media and cultural studies to examine the effect of the club on reading
practices and the publishing and promotion of books beginning with an analysis of the
book club s history and its ongoing development in relation to other reading groups
worldwide including oprah s the editors consider issues of book marketing and genre
further chapters explore the effects of  the mass broadcast celebrity book club on
society literature and its marketing and popular culture contributors ask how readers
discuss books judge value and make choices the collection addresses questions of
authorship authority and canon in texts connected by theme or genre including the
postcolonial  exotic  disability  and  representations  of  the  body  food  books  and
domesticity in addition book club author andrew smith shares his experiences in a
fascinating interview

as six californians get together to form a book club to discuss the novels of jane austen
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their  lives  are  turned  upside  down  by  troubled  marriages  illicit  affairs  changing
relationships and love

in  january  2004  daytime  television  presenters  richard  madeley  and  judy  finnigan
launched their book club and sparked debate about the way people in britain from the
general reader to publishers to the literati thought about books and reading the richard
judy book club reader brings together historians of the book literature scholars and
specialists in media and cultural studies to examine the effect of the club on reading
practices and the publishing and promotion of books beginning with an analysis of the
book club s history and its ongoing development in relation to other reading groups
worldwide including oprah s the editors consider issues of book marketing and genre
further chapters explore the effects of  the mass broadcast celebrity book club on
society literature and its marketing and popular culture contributors ask how readers
discuss books judge value and make choices the collection addresses questions of
authorship authority and canon in texts connected by theme or genre including the
postcolonial  exotic  disability  and  representations  of  the  body  food  books  and
domesticity in addition book club author andrew smith shares his experiences in a
fascinating interview

an essential tool for all  reading groups in this comprehensive book club companion
kathryn cope guides readers through elizabeth strout s acclaimed novel olive again
designed to make your reading experience more rewarding and enjoyable this study
guide  encompasses  a  wealth  of  information  inside  this  guide  you  will  find  a  plot
summary literary context character analysis a breakdown of themes imagery thought
provoking discussion questions and even a quick quiz study guides for book clubs are
designed to help you get the absolute best from your book club meetings they enable
reading group members to appreciate their chosen book in greater depth than ever
before please be aware that this is a companion guide and does not contain the full text
of the novel

with a foreword by lionel shriver author of we need to talk about kevin the book club
bible is the essential guide to the best book club reads

is  your  book  club  feeling  stale  or  uninspired  has  attendance  dropped  or  are  you
struggling to keep your patrons engaged what you need is  a  reboot this  resource
published in cooperation with ala s public programs office profiles dozens of successful
book clubs across the country

whether you re dreaming of starting your first book club or looking to breathe new life
into an existing one a club of one s own is your essential companion drawing on over
two decades of research interviews and firsthand experience bookbrowse a trusted
voice in the world of reading groups offers a practical inclusive and inspiring guide to
building a book club that lasts from crafting your club s vision to navigating tricky group
dynamics this guide is packed with insights on everything from choosing discussion
worthy books to leading meaningful conversations with checklists real life anecdotes
and thoughtful strategies you ll learn how to create a club that reflects your values
goals  and  interests  foster  open  respectful  and  engaging  discussions  navigate
challenges like member disagreements or uneven participation choose great books that
spark conversation and where to find them run meetings smoothly whether in person or
online whether your ideal gathering is a tight knit circle of friends or a diverse group a
club  of  one  s  own  celebrates  the  transformative  power  of  reading  together  and
empowers you to create a book club where everyone feels seen heard and inspired

adored by its fans deplored by its critics oprah s book club has been at the center of
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arguments about cultural authority and literary taste since it began in 1996 reading with
oprah explores the club s revolutionary fusion of books television and commerce and
tells the engaging and in depth story of the obc phenomenon kathleen rooney combines
extensive research with a dynamic voice to reveal  the club s far  reaching cultural
impact  and  its  role  as  crucible  for  the  clash  between  high  and  low  literary  taste
comprehensive and up to date the book covers the club from its inception in 1996
through the jonathan franzen contretemps the surprising suspension in 2002 and after
the club s return in 2003 the progression from great books to memoir new material
includes an extensive look at the james frey scandal and oprah s turn to contemporary
fiction including the road and middlesex through close examination of winfrey s picks
and personal interviews with book club authors and readers rooney demonstrates how
the club that barbara kingsolver calls one of the best possible uses of a television set
has according to wally lamb gotten people of all ages to read to read more and to read
widely

vibrant dynamic teen book clubs the kind teens eagerly anticipate and attend session
after session are teen centered with innovative pragmatic ideas that will attract and
retain teen readers this guide provides everything you need to run a successful teen
centered book club covering every step from planning and promoting to how to prompt
discussion and keep it civilized this is a one stop source for the teen book club leader
dozens of  reproducibles  for  teens include book lists  ground rules  and book based
activities the book even has directions for evaluating your club and lists of resources for
more information whether you re starting a teen book club trying to revive a flagging
program or wish to build on past success if you re involved in a teen book club this
guide is a must what s the difference between a teen book club and an adult one too
often the answer is not much like so many programs for teens traditional book clubs
tend to be scaled down versions of  adult  clubs if  book selection taboo topics and
logistical details are the most important things that set your teen book club apart from
an adult one you could be missing a huge opportunity vibrant dynamic teen book clubs
the kind teens eagerly anticipate and attend session after session are teen centered
they re not merely by for and about teens but are grounded in the admittedly radical
idea that the club is not primarily about library programming or even about books but is
all about teens their interests and needs their social habits and styles their initiative
books are the medium and the club is the method to achieve the ultimate goal  of
developing teen readers and leaders furthermore the teen centered book club has huge
potential to further a whole range of library goals from bringing more teen patrons
through the door to building community wide awareness and support for the library
itself what sets this book apart from the typical book club guide is that it is the only
guide that addresses the unique constraints of public and school libraries budgeting
impact on the facility and the collection and potential attempts at censorship to name
just a few it s also the only guide that takes a teen centered approach putting front and
center the idea that as with so many other things book clubs for teens are not merely
scaled back versions of adult clubs whether you are starting a club attempting to revive
a flagging program or  building on past  success  this  manual  offers  you innovative
pragmatic ideas that will attract and retain teen readers grades 6 12 teen book clubs
offers a fresh new approach for today s teen readers and clear instructions along with
tips and ideas for building teen centered book clubs in 12 brief chapters the book covers
the teen centered book club what it is and what it takes to make it work putting it
together  planning  and  putting  the  plan  in  action  going  public  recruiting  boosting
visibility garnering support 15 cunningly creative types of teen book clubs using book
club to develop teen leaders scads of book lists reproducibles and sample discussion
prompters tweaking troubleshooting and tips for keeping it civilized evaluations beyond
measure  resources  for  more  information  filled  with  practical  checklists  figures
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worksheets and reproducibles this is the guide that all teen book club leaders should
have

perhaps you are one of the millions who has tuned in and turned on to the hugely
popular oprah s book club and perhaps by watching it you ve discovered a new or
rekindled an old passion for reading now with the guidance of rachel w jacobsohn s
revised and updated edition of the reading group handbook you too can start your own
book club book clubs and reading groups give fellow members the chance to break out
of established reading patterns and learn adventurous approaches to creative material
with the help of the reading group handbook you ll get a definitive step by step guide to
starting your own book club written by a professional reading group leader who has
organized and led groups face to face and even online for over twenty years in this
newly revised and expanded edition you ll get information on where to meet homes
local bookstores libraries and online how to select members and decide a format for the
meetings  how  to  read  material  critically  and  constructively  in  preparation  for  the
gathering the art of the discussion over thirty five suggested reading lists including an
expanded list of year by year pulitzer prize winners oprah s book club picks and personal
recommendations from the author and her groups members where to go to get more
information on the books you choose and on book clubs throughout the country as
reading  groups  have  become the  latest  trend in  socializing  anyone who wants  to
combine a love of literature with the opportunity to meet others will not want to be
without the reading group handbook with the reading group handbook readers will
enjoy the benefits of a good book and a good book club

an essential tool for all reading groups a detailed guide to the pulitzer prize winning
novel the overstory a comprehensive guide to richard powers s remarkable novel this
discussion  aid  includes  a  wealth  of  information  and  resources  thirty  two  thought
provoking  discussion  questions  useful  literary  and  historical  context  an  author
biography  a  plot  summary  analyses  of  themes  imagery  character  analysis
recommended further reading and even a quick quiz this companion guide takes the
hard work out of preparing for your book group meeting and guarantees productive
discussion for solo readers it encourages a deeper examination of a rich rewarding text

this book re reads the tangled relations of book culture and literary culture in the early
nineteenth century by restoring to view the figure of the bookman and the effaced
history of his book clubs as outliers inserting themselves into the matrix of literary
production rather than remaining within that of reception both provoked debate by
producing writing and circulating books in ways that expanded fundamental points of
literary orientation in lateral directions not coincident with those of the literary sphere
deploying a wide range of historical archival and literary materials the study combines
the history and geography of books cultural theory and literary history to make visible a
bookish array of alterative networks genres and locations that were obscured by the
literary sphere in establishing its authority as arbiter of the modern book

colleen connolly ahern s make book club lit again is your guide to making book club
better four great book recommendations along with original recipes inspired by the
books because when we eat with people and discuss ideas with them we are also
building networks and solidifying relationships her work has taken her to more than 40
countries and introduced her to a wide range of characters and cuisines many of which
she  shares  in  this  book  in  this  book  readers  will  find  four  very  different  book
recommendations from different times and different cultures they re accompanied by
four international menus and other recommendations that will help bring the culture of
the characters to life for any book club a korean menu to accompany the tale of chun
hyang a traditional pansori a medieval feast from france to go along with the arthurian
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romance erec  and enide  iberian  recipes  to  accompany the  epistolary  novel  pepita
jimenez an english country menu for a pride and prejudice book club re read whether
you re a member looking to spice up your existing book club or a newbie looking to
create your own connolly ahern s make book club lit again will help you turn average
meetings into sensory events the whole group will enjoy

the oprah affect explores the cultural impact of oprah s book club particularly in light of
debates about the definition and purpose of literature in american culture for the critics
collected here oprah s book club stands in the context of american literary history not
as an egregious undermining of who we are and what we represent as some have
maintained but as the latest manifestation of a tradition that encourages symbiotic
relationships between readers and texts powered by women writers and readers novels
in this tradition attract crowds sell well and make unabashed appeals to emotion the
essays consider the interlocking issues of affect affinity accessibility and activism in
the context of this tradition juxtaposing book history reading practices literary analysis
feminist  criticism  and  communication  religious  political  and  cultural  studies  the
contributors map a range of possibilities for further research on oprah s book club a
complete chronological list of book club picks is included

an essential tool for all reading groups no reading group should be without this book
club  companion  to  fredrik  backman  s  best  selling  novel  anxious  people  this
comprehensive guide includes useful  background to the novel  a  full  plot  summary
discussion  of  themes  symbols  detailed  character  notes  30  thought  provoking
discussion questions and even a quick quiz study guides for book clubs are designed to
help you get the absolute best from your book club meetings they enable reading group
members to appreciate their chosen book in greater depth than ever before please be
aware that this is a companion guide and does not contain the full text of the novel

oprah  s  book  club  sparked  a  revolution  among  readers  by  bringing  serious
contemporary novels to the attention of a wider audience the oprah s book club seal on
a book led to instant fame and bestseller status for authors but how did oprah change
the way america reads and values books reading oprah suggests that oprah initiated an
all important mantra trust readers not only did the public start reading accessible novels
but  they  also  would  snatch  up  formidable  titles  and  read  them  with  a  growing
confidence and skill then they would talk about them giving them a life beyond the
reader and text
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